The lasting impact of the 2013 beveridge poster award by Moynihan, Patrick J.
 
 
University of Birmingham
The lasting impact of the 2013 beveridge poster
award
Moynihan, Patrick J.
DOI:
10.1139/cjm-2017-0458
License:
None: All rights reserved
Document Version
Peer reviewed version
Citation for published version (Harvard):
Moynihan, PJ 2018, 'The lasting impact of the 2013 beveridge poster award', Canadian Journal of Microbiology,
vol. 64, no. 9, pp. 645-645. https://doi.org/10.1139/cjm-2017-0458
Link to publication on Research at Birmingham portal
Publisher Rights Statement:
Checked for eligibility: 15/11/2018
General rights
Unless a licence is specified above, all rights (including copyright and moral rights) in this document are retained by the authors and/or the
copyright holders. The express permission of the copyright holder must be obtained for any use of this material other than for purposes
permitted by law.
•	Users may freely distribute the URL that is used to identify this publication.
•	Users may download and/or print one copy of the publication from the University of Birmingham research portal for the purpose of private
study or non-commercial research.
•	User may use extracts from the document in line with the concept of ‘fair dealing’ under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 (?)
•	Users may not further distribute the material nor use it for the purposes of commercial gain.
Where a licence is displayed above, please note the terms and conditions of the licence govern your use of this document.
When citing, please reference the published version.
Take down policy
While the University of Birmingham exercises care and attention in making items available there are rare occasions when an item has been
uploaded in error or has been deemed to be commercially or otherwise sensitive.
If you believe that this is the case for this document, please contact UBIRA@lists.bham.ac.uk providing details and we will remove access to
the work immediately and investigate.
Download date: 01. Mar. 2020
 1 
 2 
The lasting impact of the 2013 Beveridge poster prize 3 
 4 
 5 
 6 
Patrick Moynihan 7 
School of Biosciences 8 
University of Birmingham 9 
Edgbaston 10 
Birmingham 11 
B15 2TT 12 
TEL: (0)121 414 6566 13 
 14 
  15 
When I first started my undergraduate research project I was handed a stack of papers by my 16 
supervisor, Professor Anthony Clarke, which covered some of the greatest hits of bacterial 17 
cell wall physiology. Included amongst them were some of Professor Terry Beveridge’s 18 
papers showing in spectacular detail the nature of the cell envelope of Gram-negative and –19 
positive bacteria (Matias et al. 2003; Bernadsky et al. 1994; Matias & Beveridge 2005). I 20 
recall being astonished that it was possible to see these remarkable cellular compartments in 21 
such detail and was fascinated that a simple molecule like penicillin could do so much 22 
damage to them. 23 
 24 
My graduate work focused on the modification of peptidoglycan, the stress-bearing 25 
component of the cell envelope so wonderfully depicted in Terry’s work. With the support of 26 
the Clarke laboratory and the rest of the Department of Molecular and Cellular Biology at the 27 
University of Guelph we were able to untangle the molecular basis for peptidoglycan O-28 
acetylation (Moynihan & Clarke 2014b; Moynihan & Clarke 2014a; Moynihan & Clarke 29 
2010). This was the work which ultimately lead to me receiving one of the inaugural Terry 30 
Beveridge poster awards. 31 
 32 
At one of the first Canadian Society for Microbiologists (CSM) meetings I attended, I recall 33 
the president of the CSM at the time commenting that it was “important that rather than being 34 
a society for microbiology, [the CSM] was a society for microbiologists”. This important 35 
distinction is borne out in the society’s efforts to promote and help its junior members, 36 
something I believe Terry whole-heartedly supported. Through the oral and poster 37 
competitions at the annual general meetings the society is able to showcase the incredible 38 
diversity of skill, ideas and work being conducted by young Canadian microbiologists.  39 
 40 
Receiving the inaugural Terry Beveridge poster award was an incredibly humbling 41 
experience for me and has had a long-lasting impact on my own scientific career. As a post-42 
doctoral researcher looking to make the transition to principle investigator, showing a track-43 
record of scientific communication and research excellence was critical. Thanks in part to 44 
this recognition by the CSM with an oral presentation award in 2009 and the Terry Beveridge 45 
poster prize in 2013, I was recently able to make that transition. I currently hold a Future 46 
Leader Fellowship from the Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council of the 47 
UK. With this fellowship, I have been able to start my own group at the University of 48 
Birmingham where we focus on Mycobacterium tuberculosis. It is my hope that as a young 49 
principle investigator I can model Terry’s vision, mentorship and insight as my group 50 
attempts to unravel some of the complexities of mycobacterial cell wall metabolism. 51 
 52 
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